November 2025

UPCOMING EVENTS

e WINGSs Topic of the Quarter (Airport Operations, night ops, non-towered & towered) — schedule
with Dave Pecoraro or Laura Baldwin to complete this flight activity at a reduced rate. Contact
secretary@yaleavition.org for more details.

e Winter Educational Programs — Keep an eye out for notification of our winter educational
series, with seminars on Angle of Attack, IFR scenarios and more planned in January, February
and March. Have an idea for what we should cover? Contact secretary@yaleavation.org.

e KHVN Tower Tours - YA is coordinating tours of the New Haven tower every few months, where
you can learn fun facts like only 1/3 of the 407 towered airports in the US are staffed by federal
employees.... Interested in joining the next tour? Email secretary@yaleaviation.org.

PILOTS...

Yale Aviation welcomes the return of David Maass:

Dave is a retired aeronautical engineer who was bitten by the aviation bug at an
early age (solo’ed on 16™ birthday before he could drive, etc.). Joined YA in 1977
when he started his career at Sikorsky and accrued over 300 hours, mostly in
044. Foolishly decided educating his kids was more important than his personal
satisfaction (just kidding), so stopped flying for a long time. Let his medical lapse
(big mistake) and has taken a long time to get it renewed, which he now
believes is imminent. Can’t wait to buy his $150 hamburgers again!

Please welcome Dr. Hyunsuk Lee as a new member:

Hyunsuk came to US from Korea in 1973 at age 12 and grew up in Flushing,

NY. He lived in Texas and Maryland and moved to Guilford in 1998 with his wife
Patty, and kids Justin and Rebecca who are now age 29 and 27. Heis an
anesthesiologist at Hartford Hospital and UConn John Dempsey Hospital. Patty is
a pulmonologist at Mt Sinai Hospital in NYC. Justin is an orthopedics resident at
Stony Brook and Rebecca is a 2nd year medical student in Colorado.

Hyunsuk enjoys building custom PCs and exploring programming. His hobbies include SCUBA diving,
skydiving, fishing, sailing, e-foiling, target shooting, motorcycling, and swimming—though golf isn’t
among them.
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A long-time aviation enthusiast, Hyunsuk began flight training about ten years
ago but was unable to complete it. He now plans to earn his pilot’s license and
pursue an instrument rating.

Congrats affiliate member Ifigenia Derekli on the birth of her future pilot this
fall.

SIS ) L

A fine time was had by all at our Annual Meeting and Wash & Wax on Saturday, Nov 8. Laura Baldwin,
Paul McGhee, and Josh Snow were voted in for two-year board terms, and the following officers were
approved:

Auguste Fortin (chairman)
Paul McGhee (president)
Mark Donovan (vice president)
Josh Snow (treasurer)

Laura Baldwin (secretary)

During the BOD meeting that followed, reports were given on our finances (we are solid), our airplanes
(we are looking to make some improvements on N55044 with LED lights and dual G5s. Donations
welcome!), and our membership (38 including our new members Hyunsuk and David, welcomed
above).

Chairman Auguste Fortin calling our Annual Meeting to order.
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Stephen Montano volunteered to organize some flyout lunches every few months, and David Maass
and Laura Baldwin (our FAASTeam reps) will work on producing educational events for January,
February and March.

L

L to R: David Maass, Charlie Skelton and Richard Hackley

Tower Tours are being developed for every couple of months with the new Tower Manager Mara Lewis.
Any questions or concerns please contact secretary Laura Baldwin at secretary@yaleaviation.org .

Afterwards we cleaned N55044 as N6297] is still in its annual. Thanks to everyone who attended!

|
1

L to R: Paul McGhee, Sid Bogardus, David Maass, Stephen Montano, Dan MacDonald and Josh Snow cleaning away. Josh
gets a special commendation for cleaning the belly - thanks for your sacrifice!
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Safety Pilots: Below are listed members who are anxious to keep their skills, and yours, sharp!

Joel D'Angelo dangelojoel@gmail.com 203-631-1098
Dan Macdonald Dmac936@gmail.com 203-788-6320
Josh Snow joshua.r.snow@medtronic.com 203-804-4845
Laura Baldwin Ifbaldwin@aol.com 203-517-5409
Paul Cleary paul.cleary@yale.edu 203-415-2402
Santo Galatioto santoyale@gmail.com 203-710-2730
David Lassila davidlassila@gmail.com 203-901-2475

Fritz Heidenreich fritz.heidenreich@gmail.com 203-252-9313

Prepare for your Flight Review! Check out this link for information on AOPA’s Focused Flight Review
Program: https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/active-pilots/focused-flight-review

Those of you who’ve accumulated more hours than you might likely fly please consider donating to the club —
it is tax deductible!!
Help keep Yale Aviation alive in the future as it was for you!

... & PLANES

Winter Flying: Winter is coming! Frost, snow, ice and freezing rain. When you schedule the aircraft, more
than likely it will need to be deiced (frost or freezing rain) and pre-heated.

Pre-heating is a must when temperatures have been below 20 degrees at any time during the
preceding 9-12 hours! One way to check if preheating is needed is by checking cylinder head temperature
(CHT) during preflight. 1t should be at LEAST 30°F. Remember that NO ONE should be inside the airplane
when it is being preheated. Check out the CO monitor — it will go black!

N6297J has an engine heater. PLEASE have it connected the night before you plan to fly, as this engine
really, really needs to be preheated.

Light de-icing takes place outside: 15 minutes with the tail of the airplane into the sun, followed by 5-10
minutes with the front of the wings into the sun should do the trick. Excessive melted water can be wiped off
the wings, but it is best to just let water blow off once the aircraft is in the air. NEVER scrape frost off the
windshield, or the wings for that matter — there is dirt in that frozen water, and it will cloud the Plexiglas &
scrape the paint. If there is heavy frost, de-icing will require the hangar for a meltdown.

TO HANGAR THE AIRPLANES, or for any pre-heating questions, contact our maintenance officer, Dan
Macdonald (203-788-6320). And be sure to tip those line guys a few dollars if they are preheating out in the
cold for you for 20 minutes!

Winter flying is indeed something else. Our types of aircraft were not designed to traverse snow covered,
iced-over ground so take caution: you are in a new environment (it is not four wheel-drive!). Some very simple
things:

* Leaving the prop in an upright position after you fly can prevent water from accumulating in the spinner
and becoming a block of hard-to-melt ice.

* The Piper step is a small piece of cold metal, dark in color; it can be iced over even from previously
stepping on it during preflight.
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* The black walkway can be black ice.
* Stepping down from the wing onto icy asphalt can be dangerous.
Be sure not to be the next uncontrolled human flight!

N6297J is completing its annual inspection, after which we trust that voltage fluctuations and
starting issues will have disappeared.

Remember:

e This aircraft has ADS-B out (NOT in, though) which means you might want to fly with your iPad
connected to the Stratus2 in the airplane for traffic awareness.

e PLEASE leave the Stratus2 UNPLUGGED when you complete a flight, as inadvertently
leaving it on and plugged in will drain the airplane’s battery!

e Remember that IAT listed on the JPI gives you a readout of carburetor temp.

e The locks for this aircraft are touchy, especially the baggage key, which is the one with the red plastic
sleeve. The key will go in both right-side up AND upside down — flip it around if you find that some
gentle jiggling doesn’t result in a closed (or opened) baggage door.

We have gathered a few online videos to help with orientation for the avionics in 6297J:

Sporty’s G500 overview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6AFgG5RunA

Sporty’s sponsored Garmin webinar (2-3-2021) GFC 500 autopilot: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4YGFbYhoMk

Garmin webinar (Apr 2020) on G500 (more emphasis on G5 interface): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQMWC5Aq1JM

Garmin430: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRU8vVIe-cQ

Mike Jesch Garmin 430 tutorials: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdXQkNg5ho4

JPI 830 Engine Monitor Overview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrLXYsEBW5A;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8P151PU9bc

Leaning with the JPI 830, setting fuel flow usage, and alarms: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_yWDBfptCc

N55044 has several ongoing squawks (the DG is having a hard time resetting, for example), and 30
hours until it’s 100 hr / annual, at which time we plan to accomplish some major projects. This will
include taking out the fuel tanks to deal with fuel gauge and corrosion issues.

YOU can help us invest in avionics & lighting upgrades by donating to the club HERE. Please
consider making a tax-deductible gift to our 501(c)3 organization!

N55044 has one electronic magneto which ALWAYS needs at least 8.5 volts of power from the
alternator or battery in order to function. For that reason, do NOT continue to operate the airplane
if the alternator is offline. Unlike with two traditional magnetos, the functioning of this engine is not
entirely independent of the electrical system. The efficiency and reliability of the spark is worth this
operational change, however.

Please be sure to be careful with landings — remember you can always go around!
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”

Updating our Garmin databases - When you turn on the avionics in N55044 always hit the “update
softkey on the GTN650 unit to be sure that the databases are continuously updated.

Also, please do the VOR check any time you fly. We still need this check every 30 days in case there
is a GPS outage when flying IFR. Do this for your fellow pilots!

HOW WE TREAT OUR AIRPLANES! When you arrive at the airport, you should expect the aircraft to
be in good condition. If the aircraft is not up to this standard, please let maintenance officer Dan
Macdonald (203-788-6320) know so he can improve matters.

AIRPLANE NOTES:

e Remember: you MUST have two (2) people to remove the cowling
on 55044 or 6297) to prevent scrapes and chips.

e NO METAL OBJECTS ON THE GLARE SHIELDS! Headsets, lap
boards - as tempting as it is, they can scratch the plexiglass, so
please find another spot to keep these objects while doing
preflight. U

e Oil: Add a couple ounces of Camguard when you add a quart of oil, |
and be sure to mark this down on the clipboard. And PLEASE — just
finger-tight when closing the dipstick so that others do not need to

use pliers to check the oil!! | Eui- N
e ALL instruments turned off when manipulating the Master switch — . ——

particularly important for doing the hot mag check at shut-down, )
since an unexpected electrical surge could fry delicate avionics

equipment left on.

e CAREFUL WITH THE BRAKES, ESPECIALLY THE RIGHT RUDDER TOE-BRAKE!! We are seeing
“flat spots” often seen on the tires of both airplanes, in particular the right tire. Heels on the
floor, and no toes on the brakes both taking off AND landing!!

e Tire pressure should be 24lb on the mains and 18lb for the nosewheel, fyi.

e Before you leave the airplane after your flight, be sure the

o gust lock is in position

o window closed
o aircraft locked (both baggage compartment AND door)
o

Cover on. Due to construction at the airport, please =
use the airplane covers always, unless you SEE ‘
another member using the airplane after you. And
remember that the strap at the back should go
BEHIND the step to ensure the cover remains securely
in place.

o the nose-plug cord is ahead of the prop, so the nose-
plugs will pull free if the engine is started with them in
place.

o Tie down airplanes securely, with proper knots, taut lines, and no spare length of
rope that can whip around in the wind. Please ask if you need a demo or some
practice in this vital area of airplane security.

November 2025 6/14



Be sure to leave our airplanes secure and clean — just like YOU would like to find them!

Notices to our aviators — Maintenance Squawks:

Dan Macdonald (cell: 203-788-6320) is the primary point of contact for airplane maintenance issues. A
Maintenance Committee has been formed that consists of Dan, Josh Snow, and Paul McGhee who will
work together to resolve issues with the airplanes. Please text Dan if you note something amiss — no
discrepancy is too small!

If you note a discrepancy with one of our aircraft please be sure to complete this three-step process:

1. Enter it on paper in the aircraft, making a short note or comment. You can include more detail on FC.

2. Enter it in Flight Circle: Manage > Aircraft > Squawks > Create Discrepancy OR when checking in a
flight ... go to the schedule, click on the reservation, Check in > Squawks tab > New Squawk.

3. Notify Dan Macdonald by text or phone call.

- - A few tips/reminders for using Flight Circle, our online
Fllght CerI - scheduling and billing system:

e If the Hobbs number is changing, PLEASE use the number it is changing to in your calculations. More
flight time in your logbook! This is a club policy — ANY part of a number showing means that number
should be used!

e If your preferred time-slot is not available, we encourage you to make a BACKUP reservation instead
of a PRIMARY one — there is a pull-down menu for “Reservation Type” to change this selection. You
will get an email or text notification if your reserved time comes free.

e Dispatch your flight before/during the pre-flight, and check it back in upon returning. Once checked
in, your reservation will be grayed out, which will allow other members to reserve the airplane, even
if you reserved the airplane for more time.

Auto-Schedule monthly payments on your account for your convenience and ours!

If you have any questions or problems, please contact our Billing Officer Josh Snow,
Joshua.r.snow@medtronic.com or call/text him at 203-804-4845. You can also contact Laura
Baldwin secretary@yaleaviation.org or Paul McGhee president@yaleaviation.org.
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AVIATION EDUCATION & NEWS

Brian Schiff and Jeff Simon
address various aviation topics
from the point of view of both
pilot and mechanic. WINGs
credit via Social Flight, or check
out youtube videos of past
webinars here:

https://www.youtube.com/playli
st?list=PLIx|JDjC25RVI02Aj1z9Ihf

U9yeibgMDa

Survival Gear: What Should You Carry?
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit

Wednesday, November 19, 2025, 7 p.m. CST
Presenter: Prof. H. Paul Shuch

Despite our best intentions not all flights terminate at the
intended destination. Occasionally, we find ourselves having
to land off-airport. It may take several days to be extricated
from our unplanned campsite. In this FAA Safety Team
WINGS award webinar Prof. H. Paul Shuch addresses what
you will need to cram into the airplane, enabling you survive
in the wild while awaiting rescue.

Terrain Ahead! Preventing CFIT

Accidents

Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit

Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 7:00 p.m. EST
Presenter: Daniel Burtis

Guest speaker W. Daniel Burtis is a former
interdiction agent and currently an LA County Fire
Department Pilot that is tasked with aerial fire
operations over the busy airspace of Los Angeles,
California. Daniel brings to us a well rounded
perspective on the elements that can lead to a CFIT
event. From pre-flight planning to landing, these
events are a constant threat that should be
considered. Discover what it takes to fly in
mountainous terrain, congested airspace, low level
flying for fire applications and rescues as well as
coordinating with multiple aircraft, ATC, and news
channels while airborne. This webinar discusses the
risk management that should be in place for
preventing a CFIT Event. Join your New England
FAASTeam Program managers in a full Q&A
session during the presentation.

Pilot Controller Forum with CFlI
Jason Miller and Retired FAA

controller Todd Cormier
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit
Wednesday, November 19, 2025, 8:00
p-m. EST

Presenter: Bill Ross

The event will feature a Pilot Controller
Forum with CFIl Jason Miller and Retired
FAA Controller Todd Cormier. They will
discuss flight following, including when it's
appropriate to use, how to anticipate local
arrival routes, and tips for effective
communication. Additional topics include
towered operations, such as how combined
controller stations function and what pilots
can do to assist, as well as emergency
operations and best practices for handling in-
flight emergencies with ATC.
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Basic Engine Inspections
and Trend Monitoring That
Owners Can Perform
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit
Tuesday, November 25, 2025, 7 p.m. CST
Presenter: Bill Ross

Bill Ross from Superior Air Parts will
explore how performing prescribed
preventive maintenance can reduce total
engine ownership costs while increasing
reliability, durability, and safety.

Quantifying Maintenance Risk

Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit

Wednesday, December 3rd, 2025, 7:00 p.m. CST
Presenter: Mike Busch

How much more dangerous are GA airplanes to fly during
the first hours after maintenance? In this webinar, Mike
Busch A&P/IA discusses a fascinating study based on 17
years of NTSB accident and incident data that attempts to
quantify the risk of maintenance-induced failures. Mike
presents the conclusions of this study and discusses why
current maintenance regulations and practices are actually
making our aircraft measurably less safe than they could
be. Qualifies for FAA WINGS and AMT credit.

Threat & Error Management
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit

Presenter: Ken Solosky

concepts.

Wednesday, December 10th, 2025, 7:00 p.m. CST

Aviation Threat and Error Management (TEM) is a safety framework for pilots to proactively identify,
manage, and mitigate risks during flight by recognizing threats, managing errors, and preventing undesired
aircraft states. The goal is to maintain safety margins by breaking the "accident chain" of accumulating
threats and errors before they lead to accidents. Join Ken Solosky as he presents these lifesaving safety
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planning, including:

First Things First: Starting Your Cross-Country Flight the Right Way
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit

Wednesday, December 17th, 2025, 7 p.m. CST

Presenter: Catherine Cavagnaro

Even on the clearest, most beautiful flying days, pilots can find themselves in unexpected trouble soon
after takeoff. Every year, accidents occur when visual flight rules (VFR) pilots rely too heavily on “see and
avoid” judgment rather than sound preflight and departure planning. Terrain, obstacles, and airspace
complexities don’t disappear just because the sky is blue. FAA CFl and DPE, Catherine Cavagnaro, will
explore how applying elements of instrument flight rules (IFR) departure procedures can make any cross-
country flight, VFR or IFR, safer and more predictable. You'll learn how to interpret departure procedures,
recognize when and how to use them, and incorporate obstacle departure concepts into your visual flight

¢ Why “good weather” can sometimes encourage poor decision-making.

e How IFR departure procedures are designed, and how they can help all pilots.

e Practical ways to use departure planning tools and charts for situational awareness.
e Simple strategies for building safer habits before the wheels even leave the ground.

Whether you’re a student pilot preparing for your first long cross-country or an experienced aviator looking
to sharpen your cross-country planning, this session will give you the tools to make your next flight start off
safely, confidently, and smartly.

Podcasts & Apps & Gadgets —

Podcast:

ILEARNED
ABOUT

FROM THAT

November 2025

The “I Learned About Flying From That” (ILAFFT) Podcast features
exclusive interviews with pilots who have shared their
emergencies, crises, and mistakes drawn from more than 950-plus
installments of FLYING's iconic series, “I Learned About Flying From
That.” Host Rob Reider relates the tale as told by the author, then
catches up with that pilot to ask the questions we know have been
on your mind. What were the lessons learned? What would they
do differently? What are the actions you can apply to your own
flying to deal with a similar situation?

Listen on your favorite podcast platform:

Spotify — Apple Podcasts — Pocket Casts
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TWEED NEWS - Tower

NOISE ABATEMENT PROCEDURES: The Tweed-New Haven Airport is
bounded to the West and East by suburban communities and to the
South by sensitive wetlands. Please adhere to the following procedures
to help us be the best neighbors and stewards of the land as possible: Southern Connecticut’s Airport

e Departing Runway 20, fly runway heading until crossing the shoreline before making any turns.

e Departing Runway 2, fly runway heading to 1,000 feet before making any turns.

¢ No touch-and-goes late at night or early morning (ie from 2200 local to 0700 local, 0800 local on
Sundays).

Tower is trying to be efficient with departures and arrivals. With this
in mind they are asking small GA to complete their runup and pre-
takeoff procedures before calling for taxi instructions. This can be
accomplished at the compass rose, near taxiway G. Since this is the

non-movement area, there is no need to advise Ground that you are

repositioning to the compass rose for runup.
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For those following along, the fight continues with the proposed terminal relocation, shown below.
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New East Terminal Site

TSA Badges —
If you are checked out to be PIC of one of our airplanes, you will need a T3 security badge for KHVN to access
the aircraft.

We use paper badge applications. Contact one of the signatories below for an application. You will need two
forms of ID (passport and driver’s license work really well) - AT LEAST ONE NEEDS TO BE A PASSPORT,
SOCIAL SECURITY CARD OR BIRTH CERTIFICATE.

Once your application is complete, contact one of our signatories below for their signature:

1. Laura Baldwin (203-517-5409, Ifbaldwin@aol.com)
2. Santo Galatioto (203-710-2730, santoyale@gmail.com).

With the above completed and signed, head to see Garrett Kimball at the Badging Office (gkimball@avports.com
or 203-466-8833 ext 1004), who will need to take your fingerprints and photo. His office is located on the first floor
of the arrivals terminal, and he is generally available T, W, Th 9:30am-3pm.

Once security receives a “pass” from the security threat assessment, ID badges can be issued.

New badges are $75 (card payment only) and renewals BEFORE THE OLD CARD IS EXPIRED are $50, which we
will need to do every year in our birthday month. Be sure to have your old badge with you, plus the two
forms of government issued ID you used for your application.

If someone isn't compliant, their badge will be disabled and they will have to attend a training class to have it
re-enabled and usable. Tweed is quite serious about everyone having and using their security badge — pilots
without badges will be escorted from the airport and will not be able to fly!!!
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KHVN Tower Tours —

YA is coordinating tours of the New Haven tower every few months, where you can learn fun facts
like only 1/3 of the 407 towered airports in the US are staffed by federal employees. In CT six of
seven control towers are contractor-operated (BDL is the only tower operated by FAA controllers).
Interested in joining the next tour of the HVN tower? Email secretary@yaleaviation.org

ONLINE -

Yale Aviation is on Facebook - be sure to post photos, ask questions of fellow pilots, encourage those
who are working their way through ratings and exams, or see if you can organize a passenger on your
next flight. We have opened this group so that your friends (and prospective members?) can see
what we are all about.

Remember pictures can also be posted on our Yale Aviation website at www.YaleAviation.org. Tom
Sobocinski, our Webmaster, has updated the site to include a gallery of names and faces, current
Newsletters and the full 12-part Yale Aviation, Inc History by Hank Galpin. Check it out!!! (Suggestions for
further revisions welcome)

YA MERCHANDISE! Check out our two online
“storefronts” for purchasing YA-logoed merchandise!
One is at located at Customized Girl
(http://www.customizedgirl.com/s/yaleaviationmerch)
and one at Zazzle
(https://www.zazzle.com/s/yale+aviation). Zazzle in
particular has some new items (cell phone grips,
ornaments, bag tags), so check it out!

What you order from these locations will be delivered directly to you,
PLUS a portion of the sales will come back to the club.

Contact Laura Baldwin (Ifbaldwin@aol.com ) if you have any questions
or have ideas for additional merchandise!

SIMULATOR(S) -

Our simulator lives in the New Haven Aviation Center -- the HVN-based flight school! The new model was
generously donated by Jay Leboff, who founded and runs STEMPilot, a Waterbury company dedicated to
teaching math and science through the excitement of aviation.

The system uses Lockheed Martin Prepar3D software and Logitech hardware, including a yoke and rudder
pedals together with a switch panel, radio panels, an autopilot panel and a multipurpose display.

New Haven Aviation Center has agreed to host the YA simulator in the classroom space of their offices at
Robinson Aviation. To book the simulator, call or text Laura Baldwin (203-517-5409) for access.
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Redbird LD Sim at KMMK!
Fully loggable at $S80/hr.

Contact Meriden Aviation Center 203-
648-4870 to schedule some time.
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