
YALE AVIATION NEWSLETTER 

May 2019 

UPCOMING EVENTS – 

 CT Flyers Pancake Breakfast: Saturday, May 18, 8 am.  Local flying club located at KSNC.  They've 
never done this before but thought they'd give it a try.  Fly in for coffee and pancakes.  Hangar talk. 
Informal event with no scheduled activities.  Self serve gas available through Chester Charter. 
Questions?  Contact Tom Hansen, 203-779-9864, tomghansen@sbcglobal.net 
 

 FLYOUT: Saturday, June 8 (raindate June 9) - Contact Joel D’Angelo (dangelojoel@gmail.com) if 
you are interested in joining us.  Exact destination is under discussion, and will depend on the 
weather! 

New Billing & Scheduling Software starting June 1: Flight Circle 

The club has decided to move forward with transitioning our scheduling software from Flight Schedule Pro to 
Flight Circle.  Several members have been using the new program successfully for the last month, and we are 
confident that the new system will enable features that will benefit the club.  First, it allows club members to 
see who has reserved the aircraft, hopefully allowing for more utilization and potentially more opportunities to 
fly together.  Second, it adds a billing and payment capability that we will be using to help ease the workload 
associated with managing the club’s billing practices.  Finally, it will provide the ability to see information on the 
aircraft maintenance status (times, annual dates, etc.). 

Members should expect an emailed invitation THIS WEEK to join Flight Circle, including step-by-step instructions 
on how to use it and set up an account. The flight logs in the airplanes will be updated as part of the changeover.  

While we would like you to setup your accounts, please refrain from using Flight Circle to schedule any flights 
in May.  

Important Actions: 
* As of June 1, ALL scheduling and billing will be done through Flight Circle, including the June dues, minimum 

flight hour and flight charges billing. Rose and Charlie will work to close out everyone’s invoices/billing through 
the end of May as soon as May is over.  

* Starting now, please make reservations for June and beyond in Flight Circle.  

* When completing your user profile, please DO complete the contact and emergency contact information, but 
do NOT complete the details of the TSA Security section -- that will be handled by the club. 

* Please add a credit card method of payment. This will significantly ease the billing process for the club. In 
addition, the club will save some pennies if you use a more basic (versus "premium" or "rewards" cards or 
AMEX) credit card, but do what works for you. 

You will be receiving an email from Flight Circle in the next couple of days that includes your login information.  
We’ve also attached a set of instructions for using Flight Circle.  This will allow us to accurately close out your 
current account charges and start correctly in June.  You can and MUST make any reservations for June and 
beyond that within Flight Circle.  

 If you have any questions or problems in getting started, please contact our Billing Officer Josh Snow, 
 Joshua.r.snow@medtronic.com or call/text him at 203-804-4845.  You can also contact Laura Baldwin, Jake 
White, Akhiro Hashimoto, Chris Smarz, or Joel D’Angelo, who were also instrumental in setting up and testing 
this new program. 

mailto:tomghansen@sbcglobal.net
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PILOTS… 
 

A warm welcome to the following new members, two of whom are joining 
as student pilots: 

Mustafa Khokha:  

I am an Associate Professor at Yale School of Medicine in Pediatrics and 
Genetics. I take care of children in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit and 
study children with birth defects in the lab. I am interested in flying for the 
fun of it. My Dad was a private pilot and suggested it to me many years 
ago. 
 

 
Mohammad Khokha:  

I am a sophomore at Choate Rosemary Hall High School.   I am interested in 
flying also for the fun of it and taking trips to different places by flying there. 
I just love the ability to soar through the air - who doesn’t?! 
 

 

Myles Alderman:  

I am a CT native and 2nd year PhD candidate in the Genetics department at Yale. I 
have had a longstanding interest in aviation, and last year obtained my private 
pilot’s certificate after training at nearby Chester Airport (KSNC). I’m looking 
forward to meeting other pilots, improving my skills as I work towards my 
instrument rating, exploring airports in New England, and sharing the unique 
experience of aviation with my friends and family!   

 
Wash & Wax April 2019 

As always, we had a good time cleaning our aircraft a couple of weeks ago.  
Thanks to Chris Smarz (our interior cleaning specialist!), Richard Hackley, David 
Mikhail, Clarice Begemann, Raj, and as always Charlie Skelton for organizing it 
all!   

We found a Canon lens cap, 
fyi.  Let me know if it is 
yours!  

 

 

  



2018-2019 New England Flying Gourmet Challenge 

 

Only a few weeks left! 
 
This year's Challenge ends on May 31.  There is still plenty of time for many of you to finish visiting the 8 
restaurants that you need to visit to be entered in the prize drawings.  Any eight will do. So far almost 10% 
of this year's participants have qualified for the drawing with another 10% is in striking range. Just a 
reminder that LWM is no longer a part of the Challenge.  See below for good news on SFM.  

 

 

 

Pilots Cove Café is now open 
The Pilots Cove Café in Sanford ME (SFM) is now open on a full schedule.  They have also decided to join the 
Challenge but give them until Friday to receive their QR Cards, they were just mailed to them today.  Their 

hours are: 
 Monday  Closed 

Tuesday 6-2 
Wednesday 6-2 

Thursday 6-8 
Friday 6-8 

Saturday 6-8 
Sunday 7-2 

They have renovated the restaurant, added some great hours and are just waiting for you to stop by and 
say Hello! 

 

 
Participating Locations  
1B9 - Hangar 12 
3B0 - Red Baron Diner 
63B – Runway Restaurant 
6B6 - Nancy's Airfield Cafe 
        - Stow Aviation (FBO) 
7B3 – The Airfield Cafe 
ASH - MidField Cafe 
        - Infinity Aviation (FBO) 
BAF - 'Sok's Runway 
CQX - Hangar B Eatery 

        - Cape Cod Flying Service 
(FBO) 
EEN - The Flight Deck 
        - The Dinner Table 
EWB - Airport Grille 

- Sandpiper Air (FBO) 
FOK – The Apron Cafe 
GON - Cafe 511 
        - Mystic Jet Center (FBO) 
HFD - The Flying Monkey 

LEW – Mike’s Runway Restaurant 
MVY – Plane View Restaurant 
ORE - White Cloud Restaurant 
OXC - 121 Restaurant  

- Atlantic Aviation (FBO) 
PYM – Kevin’s Clubhouse  

- Plymouth Airport (FBO) 
SFM – Cockpit Cafe 

 

Those of you who’ve accumulated more hours than you might likely fly please consider donating to the club – it 

is tax deductible!! Help keep Yale Aviation alive in the future as it was for you! 

 

  



… & PLANES  

Check out the 1941 Cub Charlie Skelton got to fly last week, with a wooden wing spar!   
 

 
 

 
32028 is AOK.  We still have no decision on ADS-B solutions for 028.  Those with opinions are encouraged to contact our 

ADS-B team: Akihiro Hashimoto, Chris Smarz and Jake White 
jake.white@gmail.com . 

55044 had a bird nest found inside the cowling last week!  Since the 

noseplugs were in, these enterprising avians must have entered from 

underneath.  Be particularly careful if you notice the effects of bird 

activity: crap around the propeller or tail.  You can always ask for help 

from the line guys to take off the cowling safely.  Better safe than 

sorry!  
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ALSO NOTE:  

1. We must be vigilant at keeping water out.  Please, always use the airplane cover when you know it will be raining, 

as this will really help! If the weather is sunny or it is summertime, then having the cover off is preferred.  

When in doubt, ask Charlie Skelton. 

2. Remember: ONLY remove the cowling when you have at least two (2) people.  Scrapes and chips can easily occur, 

and this is most probable when you try to remove the cowling with one person only! 

3. The seat-back covers (those “caps” that slip over the top of the seat to prevent wear on the fabric) should be in 
place when you leave the airplane. 

 

HOW WE TREAT OUR AIRPLANES! When you arrive at the airport, you should expect the aircraft to be in good condition.  
Remember:  

 TAKE OUT THE TRASH! Please be sure any spare paper, charts, etc are removed after your flight.   

 CAREFUL WITH THE BRAKES!!  We have had 5 tire changes in the last year, with “flat spots” often seen on the tires 
of both airplanes.  This is most commonly caused by landing while holding the brakes or braking too hard to make 
the first turn off the runway.  PLEASE, be kind to the tires, and watch how you are using the brakes. 

 Tied down securely, with proper knots, taut lines, and no spare length of rope that can whip around in the wind.   
Please ask if you need a demo or some practice in this vital area for airplane security.  

 Gust lock is in position, window closed, aircraft locked (both baggage compartment AND door), COVER ON! 

 ALL instruments turned off –particularly important for doing the hot mag check at shut-down, since an unexpected 
electrical surge could fry delicate avionics equipment left on! 

If the aircraft is not up to this standard, please let chief pilot Charlie Skelton (203-640-3580) know so he can improve 

matters.  Be sure to leave our airplanes secure and clean – just like YOU would 

like to find them! 

We like to encourage our members to take the airplanes and make use of 
them, but PLEASE remember that if you find you need to have fuel for the 
planes or take them in or out of the hangars afterhours, this will result in a 
CALLOUT FEE of $150 that will be charged to Yale Aviation and passed on to 
you.   

The easiest way to avoid these fees – and work well with the kind line folks 
at Robinson – is FOR YOU to let the Robinson front desk know well ahead of 
time if you need fuel or wish to use the airplanes early or late. Please be as 
considerate as you can of their time and efforts.    

There is a drop box to the right of the doors to the hangar nearest the FBO entrance from the ramp.  This is 
where you can leave airplane keys if you return to the airport after Robinson has closed.  PLEASE be considerate 
of your fellow aviators.  Any questions?  Please give Charlie Skelton a call and he can go over both dropbox use 
and what constitutes a callout! 

AVIATION EDUCATION & NEWS - 

"Ditching / Water Survival / Staying Alive for 
Rescue" 
Topic: AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY Presentation 
on ditching, survival, and staying alive for 
rescue - presented by Commodore Robert T. 
Shafer 

On Friday, May 17, 2019 at 19:00 Central 
Daylight Time (17:00 PDT, 18:00 MDT, 20:00 
EDT, 14:00 HST, 16:00 AKDT, 17:00 Arizona, 
00:00 GMT) 
 



Select Number: 
CE0392433 

Description: 

How do you plan your flight so you won’t have 
to ditch? And how do you stay alive and get 
rescued if you do?  This is important 
information for all pilots who fly over water. 

Topics covered will include: 
• Planning To Prevent Trouble – Preventative 
SAR (Search And Rescue) 
• What To Do If Things Go Very Wrong – 
Ditching Technique 
• How To Call For Help – Signaling 
• How To Stay Alive Until Help Comes – Water 
Survival 
• Stuff To Use To Help Stay Alive – Equipment 
• Why You May Need A New ELT – Is anyone 
listening to your old one? 
• Make the Switch to 406 – Your best chance of 
being located when you are in trouble. 
  

To view further details and registration 
information for this webinar, click here. 

The sponsor for this seminar is: FAASTeam 

The following credit(s) are available for the 
WINGS/AMT Programs: 

Advanced Knowledge 2 - 1 Credit

 
"Hartford IMC Club Monthly Meeting at 
KMMK" 
Topic: Mastering the Art of Instrument 
Navigation and Instrument Training. (Scenarios 
and Discussion) 
On Tuesday, May 28, 2019 at 18:00 Eastern 
Daylight Time 

 
Location: 
Meriden Airport 
213 Evansville Ave 
Meeting Room, Airport Terminal 
Meriden, CT 06450 

Select Number: 
EA6392285 

Description: 

You are invited to the MAY, 2019 meeting of 
the IMC Club, Hartford Chapter. This is the time 
of year when IFR flying skills and proficiency are 
paramount.  

At this meeting, a new instrument flying 
scenario and the IMC question of the month will 
be presented and discussed. 

Through its nationwide chapters, the IMC Club, 
in association with the EAA, provides organized 
“hangar flying” which is focused on building 
proficiency in instrument flying. We believe that 
safety and proficiency develops through 
education and experience. Our monthly 
meetings use real world scenarios to engage 
our members, and allow them to share and 
build upon their own experiences. You do not 
have to be instrument rated to attend!  
Following the presentation, we will conclude 
with the question, "What would you do?".  
Refreshments will be served.  Click the link 
below and register today! 

To view further details and registration 
information for this seminar, click here. 

The sponsor for this seminar is: FAA Safety 
Team and the Bradley FSDO 

The FAA Safety Team (FAASTeam) is committed 
to providing equal access to this meeting/event 
for all participants. If you need alternative 
formats or services because of a disability, 
please communicate your request as soon as 
possible with the person in the 'Contact 
Information' area of the meeting/event notice. 
Note that two weeks is usually required to 
arrange services.  

The following credit(s) are available for the 
WINGS/AMT Programs: 

Basic Knowledge 3 - 1 Credit 
 

http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=92433
http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=92285


PODCASTS & APPS & GADGETS–   Please send me your favorite app, tech toy, video or podcast suggestion 

to share!   

Who doesn’t like a fun app on their iPhone or Android?  Try this one for $3: 

FlightWinds lets you play with wind and runway direction, along with wind speed, 
splitting them into headwind and crosswind components both graphically and 
numerically.   

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/flight-winds/id529677249?mt=8 OR 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.pilotscafe.flightwinds.android&hl=en_US  
  

  TWEED NEWS -  

Operations is preparing for their annual FAA inspection, made 
more rigorous by the fact that Tweed needs to adopt a more 
complete Airport Security Program with the addition of the 
ERJ175s and CRJ700s as scheduled flights.   

Additionally, they are still trying to get the tree down in the 
north end to remove the displacement on rwy 20.  

The airport is also looking to recalibrate the compass rose on the east ramp and repaint it as well. 

 

TSA Badges – Need a new or renewed badge?? Remember that for the procedure you must  

1. Have a completed application signed by our TSA signatory, Laura Baldwin (203-966-8499, 
lfbaldwin@aol.com ).   

2. Once that is done, you call ALICIA SEREMET (203 907 9818) over at WEST ramp to make an 
appointment to take training, have your fingerprints taken, pay your fee of $50 (cash or check 
made out to “HVN”) and have your new badge issued.  

Renewals are $30, which we all need to do every other calendar year. Be sure to have your old badge 
plus two forms of government issued ID, and at least one NEEDS TO BE PASSPORT, SOCIAL SECURITY 
CARD OR BIRTH CERTIFICATE.  

In lieu of attending training next year a renewal packet will be sent out and must be returned - an FAA 
requirement. Members will be asked to ensure that we have a valid mailing address and that they 
complete the form. If someone isn't compliant their badge will be disabled, and they will have to attend 
a training class to have it re-enabled and usable.  

Tweed is becoming quite serious about everyone having and using their security badge – pilots 
without badges will be escorted from the airport and will not be able to fly!!! Do not be that pilot – get 
your KHVN badge NOW!!!  

ONLINE -   

Yale Aviation is on Facebook - be sure to post photos, ask questions of fellow pilots, encourage those who 
are working their way through ratings and exams, or see if you can organize a passenger on your next 
flight.  We have opened this group so that your friends (and prospective members?) can see what we are 
all about.    

Remember pictures can also be posted on our Yale Aviation website at www.YaleAviation.org.   Tom Sobocinski, 
our Webmaster, has updated the site to include a gallery of names and faces, current Newsletters and the full 12-
serie Yale Aviation, Inc History by Hank Galpin. Check it out!!! (Suggestions for further revisions welcome)   

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/flight-winds/id529677249?mt=8
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IF YOU DON’T LIKE YOUR PICTURE ONLINE, PLEASE SEND ME A BETTER ONE!

 

 

YA MERCHANDISE!  Check out our two online 
“storefronts” for purchasing YA-logoed 
merchandise!  One is at located at Customized 
Girl 

(http://www.customizedgirl.com/s/yaleaviationmerch) and one at 
Zazzle (www.zazzle.com/yaleaviationstore).    

What you order from these locations will be delivered directly to you, 
PLUS a portion of the sales will come back to the club.   

Contact Laura Baldwin (lfbaldwin@aol.com ) if you have any questions or have ideas for additional 
merchandise! 

 

We’re take part in Sporty’s Flying Club Rebate Program which means we will receive 
cash back for our club on all your purchases from Sporty’s. Every time you make a 
regular purchase at Sporty’s – either online, at 800.SPORTYS, or in their store – we will 
receive a 5% cash rebate, using your email to link these purchases to our club.  

Of course, this program is a great way for Sporty’s to steer business their way, but we 
have an opportunity to also reap the benefit. With your participation, this will be a 
win-win for all of us. Go to sportys.com or call 800-SPORTYS – no special code needed. 

If you have a friend or family member who buys presents for you, be sure to let me 
know so I can get them added to our club list.  Anyone who is NOT on that list will not get us our rebate, even if 
they are buying for someone on the list!! 

SIMULATOR -   

The simulator now lives in the “Hangar” of the Yale 
AFROTC suite.  The address for the simulator is 55 
Whitney Avenue, Suite 450, 4th floor.   

For those with Yale Net IDs that would like to gain access 
to the building and the simulator, send an email 
to Micah@yale.edu with your name and Yale Net ID.  He 
will work with the AFROTC team to give you access.   

If you do not have a Yale Net ID, you will need to gain 
access to the sim through Charlie Skelton or another club 
member with access.  YA has priority over use of the sim, 
so feel free to use it even if cadets are there when you 
arrive. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Yale Aviation Newsletter goes out to the membership on the 15th of every month.  Please let me know if you have any news, suggestions, or 
comments:   
 
YASecretary@aol.com                                                                                                                                           Laura Baldwin, Secretary 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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