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UPCOMING EVENTS –  

 will be doing a public relations visit to Wilbur Cross High School tomorrow, 
Thursday July 16, 2015 between 0900 and 1500.  Yale Aviation member Donnie Mac will be 
there with what he terms “the sexiest helicopter in the Yale fleet” for this visit, which is part of 
Yale New Haven Hospital’s outreach program that talks about healthcare and careers. Feel free 
to drop by.  (Arrive about 0840 and park near the field as they are scheduled to land in the 
center of the track at the high school at 0900).  Text or call Donnie at 203 627-3257 before you 
come and verify that they are there. Last time they got a mission 10 minutes after they landed!  
 

 July Get-Together – This Friday, July 17 at 5:30 pm, on the back garden terrace of Mory’s (306 York in 
New Haven), we will be meeting up to chat over airplane stories and bid farewell to Nico Britton, who 
moves with his family to Texas at the end of the month.  Please RSVP to Laura Baldwin 
(lfbaldwin@aol.com ) to give an idea of numbers! 
 

 ATTENTION REGARDING SCHEDULING! We like to encourage our members to take the airplanes and 
make use of them, but PLEASE remember that if you find you need to have the plane longer than 4 
hours, leave your contact information with our chief pilot, Charlie Skelton.  Rentals for more than 4 hours 
are reserved for Tier 1 members, who have paid an additional fee for the privilege.  Any questions?  
Please give Charlie a call – something will be worked out! 

 
PILOTS… 

 
Congrats to Nico Britton for passing his Private Pilot written test! 

 

Bird Strike! by Nico Britton 

Upon departure from Runway 20 in N32028, at approximately 50 feet AGL, I witnessed a large flock of 
small black birds flying across my windshield about 40 to 50 feet from the aircraft. As I continued my 
climb, within perhaps a second, one of these small birds (swallows?) suddenly flew right into my 
aircraft’s path and into the propeller. I immediately heard a large “thud” coming from the front end of 
the aircraft. I radioed the tower reporting a bird strike, and they asked me if I “was okay” and whether 
or not I needed to return to the airport or declare an emergency. Normal indications from my engine 
gauges indicated that the aircraft had not sustained any damage, and I declined. I then continued in my 
right traffic pattern and landed. Upon inspection of the aircraft, no evidence of the strike (dents, blood, 
feathers) could be found, and the only remaining assumption that can be made is that the propeller 
instantaneously destroyed the bird upon impact.  

Ed note: Be sure to be careful with birds at the airport – there have been several strikes recently at Tweed.  The 

FAA encourages reporting of all wildlife strikes in an attempt to better analyze this serious threat to aviation. For 

more info go to 

www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.current/documentNumber/150_5200-

32 

mailto:lfbaldwin@aol.com
http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.current/documentNumber/150_5200-32
http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.current/documentNumber/150_5200-32


 

Request for Help in Weather Research Study 

Carolyn Hartzell is a graduate student and researcher with the Georgia Institute of Technology. They are seeking 
licensed pilots or currently enrolled student pilots who live in the US and are at least 18 years of age to 
volunteer for a study examining how meteorological information displays affect pilot decision-making. Adverse 
weather conditions in aviation can lead to delays, deviations, and even accidents. As a result, Atmospheric 
Technology Services Company, LLC and the Georgia Institute of Technology are conducting a study on how 
different weather display technology influences pilot decision-making.  

Participants in this study will be asked to complete an online demographics questionnaire regarding their flight 
experience, ratings, and other items. Following the demographic questionnaire, the participants will then be 
presented with various weather scenarios and asked if the flight path presented in the scenario will intersect 
adverse weather. 

The study will take no more than 1-hour to complete. The supported internet browsers are Chrome 4.0 or 
higher, Internet Explorer 10.0 and higher, Firefox 4.0 or higher, and Safari 3.1 or higher. In addition, Javascript 
must be enabled. They recommend using a laptop or a desktop. If you work at a secure government facility, you 
may need to use a personal device due to security constraints. 

Participation in this study will assist us in gaining knowledge about weather display technologies and the role it 
plays in pilot decision-making regarding adverse weather with the goal of improving pilot safety. If you are 
interested, the link to the study is here: www.atscwx.com/met_info . Any questions please contact Carolyn 
Hartzell at dplflightstudy@psych.gatech.edu.  

 

 

This closed airport was observed flying back along the coast from Provincetown, just east of Westerly – 
looks like it is now a go-kart track! 

http://www.atscwx.com/met_info
mailto:dplflightstudy@psych.gatech.edu


Last year the club raised more than 23K, some of it from the donation of unflown hours.  Those of you who’ve 

accumulated more hours than you might likely fly please consider donating to the club – it is tax deductible!! 

Help keep Yale Aviation alive in the future as it was for you! 

… & PLANES   

32028 is in the shop having its primer line fixed, which was found broken in a recent pre-flight.  Can you locate where the 

line goes in this shot from the left side of the engine?  

 

55044 has been flying about quite a bit this past month.  PLEASE BE SURE THE SEATS ARE SECURE AFTER ADJUSTING! There 
have been instances where the seat has slipped during operation.  Also, ONLY use two (2) people to remove the cowling 
during your pre-flight check.  Scrapes and chips have already been noted in our new paint job, and this is most probable 
when you try to remove the cowling with one person only! 

AVIATION EDUCATION & NEWS –

"OFC Safety Day & The NTSB" 

Topic: NTSB on Accident 

Prevention: Remain Clear of the 

NTSB Accident Database! 

On Saturday, July 18, 2015 at 

09:00 

Location: 

Oxford Airport 

288 Christian Street 

Main Ramp 

Oxford, CT 06478 

Select Number: 

EA6363383 

Description: 
Fly your plane to our Spot Landing 

Contest – any plane and any pilot 
is eligible. Stay to hear from an 
NTSB expert. Jill Demko, NTSB 
Technical Training Officer and 
FAASTeam Representative will 
provide an instructional 
presentation on Accident 
Prevention and Loss of Control in 

Flight. This seminar applies to 
pilots of all experience levels. 
 Attend this exclusive seminar to 
learn how to reduce your risk of 
LOC-I and to “Remain Clear of the 
NTSB Accident Database!” Click 
the link below and register 

TODAY.   From 9 am to 12 pm 
there will be a Spot Landing 

contest.  12pm–1pm Lunch at 
main ramp.  1pm Award 
Presentation and FAASTeam -
 NTSB Seminar.  See attachment 

for details. 

To view further details and 
registration information for this 

seminar, click here. 

The sponsor for this seminar is: 
FAASTeam, EA-63 FSDO 

http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=63383


The FAA Safety Team 
(FAASTeam) is committed to 
providing equal access to this 
meeting/event for all participants. If 
you need alternative formats or 
services because of a disability, 
please communicate your request 
as soon as possible with the 
person in the 'Contact Information' 
area of the meeting/event notice. 
Note that two weeks is usually 
required to arrange services.  

The following credit(s) are 

available for the WINGS/AMT 

Programs: 

Basic Knowledge 3 - 1 Credit 

Advanced Knowledge 2 - 1 Credit 

 

Click here to view the WINGS help 

page 

 

"Hartford IMC Club Monthly 

JULY Meeting @KMMK" 

Topic: Mastering The Art Of 

Instrument Navigation & 

Instrument Training Scenario 

Discussion 

On Tuesday, July 28, 2015 at 

18:00 

Location: 

Meriden Airport 

213 Evansville Ave 

Meeting Room, Airport Terminal 

Meriden, CT 06450 

Select Number: 

EA6363460 

Description: 

JULY IMC Club, Hartford chapter 

Meeting. Another Instrument 
Flying Scenario to be presented. 
The IMC Club provides organized 
“hangar flying” focused on building 
proficiency in instrument flying 
believing that safety and 
proficiency are developed through 
education and experience. Monthly 
meetings use real world scenarios 
at each meeting to engage our 
members.  You do NOT have to be 
instrument rated to attend.  
Following the presentation we will 
conclude with the  question; "What 
would you Do?".  
Refreshments will be served.  To 
register TODAY, click on the link 

below. 

To view further details and 
registration information for this 

seminar, click here. 

The sponsor for this seminar is: 
FAA Safety Team, EA-63 FSDO 

The FAA Safety Team 
(FAASTeam) is committed to 
providing equal access to this 
meeting/event for all participants. If 
you need alternative formats or 
services because of a disability, 
please communicate your request 

as soon as possible with the 
person in the 'Contact Information' 
area of the meeting/event notice. 
Note that two weeks is usually 

required to arrange services.  

The following credit(s) are 
available for the WINGS/AMT 

Programs: 

Basic Knowledge 3 - 1 Credit 

 

Click here to view the WINGS help 

page

 

PODCASTS & APPS & GADGETS–   Please send me your favorite app, tech toy, video or podcast suggestion 

to share!   

So who made the first electric flight across the English Channel? Check it out: 

http://www.aopa.org/News-and-Video/All-News/2015/July/11/cri-cri-or-airbus  

 
www.Flythewing.com by Garry Wing not only has information on Garry’s CFI business, but also links to 

some pretty good videos on maneuvers.  Check it out! 

 TWEED NEWS -   

Due to maintenance, runways 14/32 are CLOSED until September 23, 2015. 
 

 
TSA Badges – Need a new badge?? Remember that for the procedure you must have a completed 
application signed by our TSA signatory, Laura Baldwin (203-966-8499, lfbaldwin@aol.com ).  Once that 
is done, you call KATHY GRANT (203-466-8833 ext 109) over at WEST ramp to make an appointment to 
take training, pay your fee (cash or check) and have your new badge issued.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.faasafety.gov/OnlineHelp/Default.aspx?page=/WINGS/pub/default.aspx
http://www.faasafety.gov/OnlineHelp/Default.aspx?page=/WINGS/pub/default.aspx
http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=63460
http://www.faasafety.gov/OnlineHelp/Default.aspx?page=/WINGS/pub/default.aspx
http://www.faasafety.gov/OnlineHelp/Default.aspx?page=/WINGS/pub/default.aspx
http://www.aopa.org/News-and-Video/All-News/2015/July/11/cri-cri-or-airbus
http://www.flythewing.com/
mailto:lfbaldwin@aol.com


ONLINE -   

Yale Aviation is on Facebook - be sure to post photos, ask questions of fellow pilots, encourage those who 
are working their way through ratings and exams, or see if you can organize a passenger on your next 
flight.  We have opened this group so that your friends (and prospective members?) can see what we are 
all about.    

Remember pictures can also be posted on our Yale Aviation website at www.YaleAviation.org.   Tom Sobocinski, 

our Webmaster, has updated the site to include a gallery of names and faces, current Newsletters and the full 12-

serie Yale Aviation, Inc history by Hank Galpin. Check it out!!! (Suggestions for further revisions welcome)  IF YOU 

DON’T LIKE YOUR PICTURE, PLEASE SEND ME A BETTER ONE! 

 

YA MERCHANDISE!  Check out our two online “storefronts” 
for purchasing YA-logoed merchandise!  One is at located 
at Customized Girl 
(http://www.customizedgirl.com/s/yaleaviationmerch) 
and one at Zazzle 
(http://www.zazzle.com/yaleaviationstore).  What you 
order from these locations will be delivered directly to 
you, PLUS a portion of the sales will come back to the club.   

Contact Laura Baldwin (lfbaldwin@aol.com ) if you have 
any questions or have ideas for additional merchandise!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re taking part in Sporty’s Flying Club Rebate Program which means we will receive 
cash back for our club on all your purchases from Sporty’s. Every time you make a 
regular purchase at Sporty’s – either online, at 800.SPORTYS, or in their store – we will 
receive a 5% cash rebate, using your email to link these purchases to our club.  

Of course, this program is a great way for Sporty’s to steer business their way, but we 
have an opportunity to also reap the benefit. With your participation, this will be a 

http://www.yaleaviation.org/
http://www.customizedgirl.com/s/yaleaviationmerch
http://www.zazzle.com/yaleaviationstore
mailto:lfbaldwin@aol.com


win-win for all of us. Go to sportys.com or call 800-SPORTYS – no special code needed. 

If you have a friend or family member who buys presents for you, be sure to let me know so I can get them 
added to our club list.  Anyone who is NOT on that list will not get us our rebate, even if they are buying for 
someone on the list!! 

 
SIMULATOR -   

The simulator is currently located in room 211 at 17 
Hillhouse Ave., across and down the street from 
Dunham Lab.  Once you enter, take the elevator to 2nd 
floor. Turn left coming off the elevator.   

Anyone needing simulator access should e-mail Ty Kamp 

(tahia.kamp@yale.edu) the alpha-numeric code on the back 
of their Yale IDs.  Those without Yale IDs need to enter with 
Charlie, who can arrange access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Yale Aviation Newsletter goes out to the membership on the 15
th

 of every month.  Please let me know if you have any news, suggestions, or 
comments:   
 
YASecretary@aol.com                                                                                                                                           Laura Baldwin, Secretary 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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